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The Towa, assisted by the Ericsson and the Hist, took off the crew of the Vizeaya."—From Admiral
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Sampson’s report of the great naval combat,
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THE VIZCAYA AS SHE WAS LEFT BY THE AMERICAN

(From an photograph by J. C. Hemment, Journal speeial photographer., Copyrighted, 1808, by W. Il. Hearst.) L
“The Vizcaya was soon set on fire, and at 11 :15 she turned in shore and was beached at Ascarraderos, fifteen miles from Santiago, burning fiercely, and with her reserves of ammunition on deck already beginning to explode.
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1o eapture aml save her crew, signal was
made to ceage firing.

The Oregon, proving vastly faster than
the other hattle ships, she and the Brook-
Iyn, ‘together with the Texas and another
vegsel, which ¥m\‘ed to be our flug ship,
continued westward In  purglt of the
Colon, which had tun clese In shore, evi-
dently neek!uf some good spot to beach if
she should fall to elude her pursuers,

5. This pursult continued with Increasing
speed in the Brooklyn, Oregon and other
slhilps, and soon the Brooklyn and the Ore-
Zon were within long mnge of the Colon,
when the Dreagon opened fire with her 13-
inch guns, lnpding n shell close to the Colon.

A moment afrerward the Braokiyn opened
fire with her Sdneh guns, landing a she!l
Just ahend of her,  Severnl othor shella
were flred at-the Colon, now In range ef
fhe Brookiyo aud Oregon's guns. o 29

Gilves Honor to § pROn.

Her commander, seelng all chances of es-
cape cut off and destruction awalting his
ship, fired & lee gun and struck her fiag ot

1:15 p. m., and ran ashore at n polnt some
ofty miles west of Santingo lurbor.

Your hip was coming op rap-
idly at the time, na wtn’nl: als?o tl‘l'e
Texns and Vixen, Httle Inter,
after your arrival, the Cristobal
Colon, which had strucls to the
Hroolkiyn and the Oregon, was
:I::::?ﬂovetr ;‘I‘:l you la' cn;:‘ of "h?

: o A great vietory o
ihe squadron ander your command.

8. During iny officiol visit a ittle inter
Commander Eton, of the Resolute, appearad
and reported fo you the presence of a Span-
“Ish’ battle shlp near Altaros. Your orders
to me were to take the Oregon and go east-
ward to meet her, and this was done hy
the Brooklyn, with the result that the ves-
sel reported a8 .an enemy was discovered to
be the Austrlan erulser Infantu Marla To-
rega, seeking the commander-in-chief.

Brooklyn Fought the Hardest.

7.1 wounld mention for your considers-

. tion that the Brooklyn occupled the most

westward blockading position, with the
Vixen, and being more directly in the
route taken by the Epanish squadron, wnsg
exposed for some minutes, possibly ten, to
the ﬂ'n fire of three of the Spanish ships
und the West Battery at' a range 6f fiftecn
hondred yards from the ships and about
three thousand gurﬁs from the batterles,
put the vesaels of the entlrs squadron, eclos-
ing o rapldly, soom diverted this fire and
lld magnificent work at close range.

I have never befpre witnessed
such deadiy and fatnlly accurate

shooting nx wos done hy the mﬂl‘i‘il
of your command as they closed in
on the Spanish uulmd:ron, and I
deem it a high privilege to com-
mend to yon for such action as you
nmq." deem proper, the gallantry and
dashing conrage, the prompt deci-
slon nnd skilfol handling of their
respeciive vessels of Captain Philip,
Cnptaln Byvans, Captain Clark, and
eapecially of my lef of Staff, Cap-
tudn Cools, who was directly under
my personal obaervation, and whose
coolness, prompiness and cournge
were of the highest order.

The dense smoke of ®is combat sbut out
from my view the Indlana and the Glouces-
tar, but as these wessels wers closer 10
your fiagshlp, no doubt thelr part in the
E?nﬂict was under your Immedlate observa-

oS

Epecinl Mention for Bravery.

8. Lisutenant Sharp, eommanding the
Vixen, acted with consplcuous courage; al-
though upable to engage the heavier ships
of the enemy with his light guns, never-
theless was close Into the battle line under
heavy fire, and many of the enciny's shot
passed beyond hla vessel.

f. T beg to Invite special attentlon to. the
conduet of my flng lleatenant, James H.
Sears, aod Buslgn Fdward MceCauley, Jr.,
ald, who were constantly at my side dur-
Ing the engngement, asnd were exposed
themselves
dutles; und also to the splendid behavior
of ‘my seeretary, Licutenant B. W. Wells,
Jr., who commanded ang directed the fight-
!l&g aof the fourth dlvislon with splendid
effec

L. .
He Knew No Fear,

10. T would commend the highly merl-
torions conduct and courage In the en-
gagement of Lieutenant-Commander N, E.
Mason, tlie executlve officer, whise pres-
ence eyerywhers over the ship during its
contlimance did miuch to secure the good
redult of this ship's Bnrl: In the victory.

11. The mavigator, Lientenant A. O, Hodg-
son, and the dlvigion officers, Lileutenant
T. D. Griffin, Lieutennnt W. P. Rush
Ldeutenant Edward Simpson, Lieutenant J
G. Doyle slgn Charles Webster, and the
Junior dl'vls on officers were most steady
and consplénons In every detall of duty,
contributing to the accurnts firlng of this
shlp In their part of the great vietory of
your forees,

12. The efficers of the Medical, Pay and
Engineer nnd Marine Corps responded to
every demand of the occaslon and were
fearless in exposing themselves, The war-

.

enrlessly In discharging thelr

rant officers, Boatswaln Willam L. Hill,
Carpenter G, H. Warford and Gunoer ¥, T,
Applegnte were everywhere exposad In
watching for damnge, reports of which
were ]il’l:’lﬂ.]]ﬂ l}' L“Tll\-'l'}'l‘d to me,

13 1 have never in my 1life served
with n braver, better or worthler
crew than that of the Brooklyn.
during. the ecombat, lasting from
9330 until 15 P. M., much of the
time under fire, they ever flagged
for o moment, and were apparvently
uyndisturbed iay the storm of pro-
Jectlles passing ahead, astern and
over the ship. P

14, The resnlt of the engagement wang the
destructlon of the Spanish squadron and
the capiture of the Admiral and seme thir.
toen to fifteon hundred prispuners, with the
loss of several hundred killed, estimated
by Admliral Cervera at 00 men.

Brooeklyn Has Hordy-one Scars,

15, The cnsualties on board this ship
were: ‘G, H, Blls, chlef yeomaw, kllled; 1.
Burng, fireman  first  elass,  severely
wouniled. The marks and scars show that
the ship was struck about twenty-iive
timesd, and she bears In all forty-one sears
As the vesuit of her participation in tho
greit vietory of your force on July 3, 1808
Tl specd-cone halllnrds were shot away
and nearly all the sigoal halllards, The ea-
slgn at the mnin wns !k[: shattered that In
hnuling It down &t the ‘close of the aetlpn
it fell In pleces,

14, I congraiuninte yom most sin-
cerely unpon this great wictory to
the squadron nnder your comtannd,
and I am gliad that I had an oppor=-
tunity to contribute In the least to
a victory that scems blg enough for
all of us,

17, I have the honor to transmit herewith
the report of the commaniling offleer,

What Cervera Planned.

18, Blice reaching this place anid holding
cenversatlon with several of the eaptalns,
viz.,, Captaln Eulate, of the Vizeaya, and
the second fn comimand of the Colon, Cou-
mander Gontroras, I huve lenrned that the
Bpanlah .Su'ltnlrﬂl's sclieme wang to conecen-
trate all flre for n while on tha Brookiyn
and theé Vizcaya to ram her, In lopes 14
they could destroy her the chanece of es-
cape wonld be Inerensed, ns 1t was sup-
posed she was the swiftest ship of your
sguadron.

his explalns the heavy fire mentloned
In the Vizeaya's actlon In tlie earller mo-
ments of the engagement. The exsention of
this purpose was promptly defeated by the
fuet that wll the ships of the squadron gd-

vanced [nto close range nnd opened an ir-
resistible, furfons and- terrific fire upon the
enemy's squadron as It was coming ount. of
the harbor,

18, T am glad to say that the Injury sup-
posed to ba below the water line was dne
to f water valve belng opened from gome
unknown eauss and ng ‘the compnrt-
ments. The Injury to the oelt {a found to
be aniy plight ung the leak small

21. I cnptunot cloge thim report without
mentloning in high terms of praise t<2e
splendid coaduct and support of Captaln
(. B. Clark, of the Orgeon. Her speed
was wonderful, and her neeurate fira splen-
dldly Aestenetive, Very respectfully,

(Signed) W. §. BCHLYY,
Commodure 2 . Nayy, Commanding

Second Bquadron North Atlantie Fleet.

The  Commanderlp-Chief T, &, Nayml
Foree, North Atlantie Statlon.

DASHING REPORT
BY “BOB” EVANS,

Captain of the lowa Adds to
His Story a Compliment
to American Women.

United States Ship Jowa, First Rote,
Off Bantingo de Cuoba, Cuba,
July 4, 1809,

Sir: I have the honor to make the fol-
lowlng report of the engagement with the
Spanlsh squadron off Santlage de Cuba on
the 84 of July.

1. On the morning of the 84, while the
erew wos at quarters for Sunday Inspec-
tion, the Jleading vessel of the Spanish
squadron was sighted ay 9:81 eoming out of
tiie harbor of Santlago de Cuba., Signal

“Hnemy's shi({s comiphg, out" was lmme-
dintely holsted, and a gun fired to nttract
attentlon. The call to general quarters
was sounded Immedlately, the battery
niade raady for fiving and the englnes mng
foll speed abead,

2. The positlon of this vessel at the time
of slghting. the squadron wes the wveual
blackading station off the entrance of the

ac !;!E :
burbor; Morro Castle Learipg about north

5\

and distant ahout three to fonr miles, The
steam at thiy time In the bollers was suf-
ﬂc:ient for a_epecd of five koots,

4. After glghting the leading vessel, the
Infanta Marle Tevesn (Admiral Cofveri's
fagship), It wns observeq that she wns
followed 1In suceesslon by the remainlng
threa vessels of the Spanlsh gguadron, the
Vizeayn, Cristobn] Oolon and Almirante
Ognendo. The Srnumh ships moved at a
ipeed of ehout elght to ten knots, which
wis steadily lherensed as they cleared the
harbor entrance nnd stood to (he westwazsd,

Iown's Fighting Blood Up.

They mmintalned a dlstance of about 8OO
yards between vessols, The squndron moved
With_‘?reelsion aund stations were well kept,

~edlately upen s{ghthlg the leadlag
vosfel Hres were sprend, nud the Fowa
Leadid toward the leading Spanish ship.
Ahout 8:40 the first ghot was fired from ﬂglﬁ
ship, at a distance of shout G,000 yards,

The course of thls vesssl wns so lild that
the range speedlly dimtinished. A nnmbesr
of shots were fited at ranges varying bi-
tween 0,000 anil 4,000 yards. The rango
was tapldly reduced to 2600 yards, and
ml)anqnent!i' to 2,000 and 1.200 yarda,

6. When [t was certaln thit the Maria
Tercsa would pnss ghead of us the helm
whs put to starboard and the starboard
t:u\'-’»?t side dellvered at & ronge of 2,500
yards.

The helm wag then put to port and the
ship headed ncross the how of the sefond
ship, and aa she drew ahead the belm ‘was

again put fo starboard, and shp recelved

In turo the full welght of our starbonpd
broadside at a range of about 1,800 yards.
Towa's Terrible Filve,

The Towa was sagain headed off with
port helm for the third ship, and as she
approched the helm wag put to starboard
untll our eourse was npproximately that of
the Spanlsn ship. In this position, at a
range of 1,400 yards, the flre of the entlre
battery, Including rapid fire guns, was

poured, Info the enemy’s ghip.

8. Ahint 10:00 o'clock the encnmiy’s tor-
pedo hoat destroyers Furor and Plotun
were observed to have left the hnrbor au
to be following the Spanlsh squadron, Al
the time that they were observed, and, In
fact, most of the time that they weare nnder
fire, they were at a dietance varying fromp
4,000 to 4,000 yards. As suon as they were

"dlacovered the gecondary hattery of thle

ship was turned npon them, while the muin
hattery continued: to engage tle Vizeaya,
Oquetillo and Maria Teresa.
Enemy Set on Fire,
The fire 'of the maln battery of this ship

when the range wins below 2,500 yards, was
mast effectlve and destructive, and after

a contlnuance of this fire for thaps
twenty milnutes it was notlced that the
Murin Tercsns and Oguendo were ln flames
aml were belng headed for the beach. Thelr
golors were struek abont 10:20 gnd they
were bedched nbout elght miles west of
sSantiago,

7. About the same tlme (nbout 10:23) the
fire of this wvessel, together with that of
the Glourester and gpnother s ier vessel,
proved so destructlve that one the tor-
pedo  bount destroyers (Pluton) was sunk
and the Furor was so much damaged that
she wis rud upon the rocks.

8. After baving passed, at 10:35, the
Oglueudu and Marln Tereaa, on fire and
ashore, thig vessel continued to chase and
fire npon the Vigeaya untll 10:36, when s’l.sl
nal to cease firlng 'was sounded on honrd,
it having been discovered the Vizeaya had
etruck her colors. =

Saving the Vizeaya's Men.

0. At 11:00 the Towa arrived In the vicin-
Ity of the Vizeaya, whish had been run
axhore, and as it was evident that she
conld not eatch the Cristobal Colon, and
that the Oregon, Brooklyn and New York
would, two steam cutters and three cut-
ters were Immediately holsted out and sent
to the Vizeaya to rescue her erew.

Our beats sncceeded in bringing. off a
Igrge number of offleers mpd men of that
ship’'s company and In placing many of
them: on board the to o boat Hriesson
and anxiliary dispateh vessel Hist,

10, About 11:30 the New York passed in
chase of the Cristobnl Colon, which was
endeavoring to escape from the Qregon,
Brooklyn and Texas,

. Wa recelved on board thls vessel fmgt
thie Vizeaya, Captaln Eulate, the command-
ln,1 officer, and twenty-three, offlcers, to-
gether with abont 2458 petty officers nnd
men, of whim thirty-two were wounded,
There were alsno recelved on hoard five
dead les, which were [mmedigtely
burled with the honora due to- thelr grade,

Wikat the lown Flred.

12, The battery behaved well In all re-
spects, the dashpot of the forward 12-
ineh gun, dsmaged In the engagement of
the 24, having besn replaced the samie day
by one of the old dashpots, which gave no
trouble durl.uf this gemnent,

18. The following ls an approxhnate
statement of the ammunition expended
a g the engngement. A more exsct
stntement cannot be glven st

oot
wns strock in th
the ﬂnrbmn!?alde. gnrlng the ear}
¥ two

of the engagement, o
about G- R calibre; one striking the hull:
res feat above the actunl water
B el ke T bl sde potmte
S0k, 2T K salp o
frames § ngrl 10, and the other plercing-
the nldiess nndmthe coffer-dam between *
es 18 and 10.
he first projectile dld not pags beyond
the 'Inner bulkhead of the ooffer-dam
A 4143, The hole made by It was
and ragged, belnf abouttgixteen Inches In
i longftud.lm direction and about sgeven
inches In a vertical diréctlon. It struck
with n sllght Inclipation aft and rfor=-
ated the coffer-dam partition buikhead
(A 4143 4547). It aid not explode and re-
walned In the coffer-lam.
Shell Exploded on Town,

The second projectile plerced the slde of
the ship and the coﬂet-&m A 100, the up-
er adge of the hole hdn& immedia be-
ow the top of the coffer-dam on the berth
deck, In compartméent A 104 The projec-
tile broke off the hatch plate and coam
of the witer tAnk compartment, explod
tllmi perforatad the walls of the chaln
ocker,

The explosion ereated a small fire, which
was promptly extinguished. Thée hole In
the side made by this projectile wis about
fire foot nbove the water lipe and abont
two or thres foet nbove the berth deck.
One fragment of this shell strock a link
of the shest chsin wound arouhd the 6.

under amumtpnition holst, éutting the link
ﬂf two. Another perforated the coffer-dam
on the port side and slightly dished the out-
side plating, .

’I‘h(l'.)sa tvcgn wouunds, fortunately, were not
o iy Tance. !

T P ‘othar projectiles of small
ealibre gtrock abount the u‘mm- bridge and
gmokestacks, infileting trifiing demnge, and
four other small projectiles struck Lain-
mock nettings and the side aft, e

15, There wore no casuaities smong +ho
ship's compsny to report. No afficer or
man was injured during the enga

16, After baving recelved on
reerned eréw of the Vizeaya tids

"&‘ﬁ?" hs't:!t!foﬂ in cbedirnce to the sig-

o e
anl mmﬁy the Commander-in-Chief, about

11:80, )
Laf era Taken Aboard.
17. ‘[Tpngr:rrlﬂng on the blockeding stas
t the Gloncester traneferred to €
Admiral

mon shell; 1,066 6-pdr. cartridges, common
Al g srades. Sl

two to

me;
Thiriy-one 12-Inch semi-A. P, sbeit-wl&
full charges; 8-inch common ﬁ wi

Tull MFS‘. H #inch cartrh com-

ant and the commanding oﬂteung the
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